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“holy angel, pray for her!” 

n a small village, a joiner was 
piling up some wood to a 
considerable height, when 
suddenly the whole mass of 
timber 

toppled over, burying 
under its ruins his 
little daughter, some 
three years of age. The 
parents’ first words 
were: “Holy Angel of 
our child, pray for 
her!” They hastened 
to remove the wood, 
with every precaution, 
fully expecting to find 
their child bruised to 
death, but imagine 
their joy and gratitude, 
on finding their little 
girl had not even 
received a scratch.  

What is an angel? 

But granted that an-
gels exist, we are led 
to the question, “What 
is an angel?” The re-
ply must be that an an-
gel is a created spiritu-
al essence. Being cre-
ated, angels are as de-
pendent upon God for their existence as any 
other creatures. They have only a borrowed 
and limited perfection. But they are more 
perfect than human beings. Man was made, 
according to Holy Scripture, “a little lower 
than the angels.” Angels are purely spiritual 
beings, intermediate between the Supreme 
Spirit, God, and those spirits immersed in 
material bodies which are known as human 

souls. Like our own souls, angels are immor-
tal, intelligent, and endowed with free will, 
but adapted to a higher plane or dimension 
than ours. The Bible mentions nine orders or 
companies of them, the Cherubs, Seraphs, 

Thrones, Domina-
tions, Principalities, 
Powers, Virtues, 
Archangels and An-
gels. And to four of 
the Archangels names 
are given, Michael, 
Gabriel, Raphael, and 
Lucifer, who fell into 
sin and made himself 
into a devil, of whom 
we shall say more in a 
moment. What is an 
angel like? That we 
cannot imagine. We 
inferior beings think 
in terms of ourselves, 
and cannot help imag-
ining a bodily appear-
ance for all other per-
sons. It is almost as 
useless for us to ask 
what an angel is like 
as it is for a man who 
has never had the gift 
of sight to ask what 
color is like. Angels 
are purely spiritual be-
ings. They have no 

material bodies—no inside and outside, no 
arms, no legs, nothing that could fall out, or 
come loose, or be cut off. Pictures of them, 
like Christmas-card angels, are only symbol-
ic. They are represented in human form 
merely to show that they are persons; and 
they are given wings to symbolize lightness 
and swiftness.  
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General Information 

 
Welcome to the traditional Mass 

A 
nd to the unchanged Catholic Faith. The clergy and parishioners of 
Our Lady of Victory reject the changes of Vatican II. They want to 
preserve the Roman Catholic Faith by maintaining everything that 
was taught and done by the Church  prior to Vatican II. They also 
attend exclusively the traditional Latin Mass, and avoid the New 

Mass, the reformed sacraments, as well as any Masses which are offered in 
union with the Vatican II hierarchy.  

Please don’t hesitate to introduce yourself and ask questions regarding Our Lady 
of Victory Chapel,  the traditional Mass and the unchanged Catholic Faith. After 
service please come to the Social Hall in the back of our chapel, where our 
visitors and parishioners are invited for coffee and breakfast. 

We hope your visit with us is a pleasant one, and we look forward to seeing you 
again and welcoming you as a member of Our Lady of Victory Chapel. 

 

 

Request the holy sacrifice of the Mass for your intentions 

I 
f you would like to request the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass to 
be of-fered for your intentions, please use our Mass Request 
envelope which can be found at the exit door of the chapel. 
Please fill out the Mass Request envelope which should 

include your own name, the particular intention(s) or the name(s) of the 
person(s) for whom you would like Mass(es) to be offered, whether the 
person(s) is/are deceased or living, and whether the person(s) is/are 
Catholic or not. Please also include a check for the Mass Stipend. We ask 
for $20.00 per Mass.  You can drop the completed Mass Request envelope 
into the collection basket or if you prefer you may send it to us by mail, 
using our chapel address below: 

Our Lady of Victory, 6011 Tylersville Road, Suite 5, Mason, Ohio 45040 

 

Padre Pio about the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass: 

“It would be easier for the world to survive 
without the sun than to do without Holy 

Mass.” 
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Our Lady of Victory’s Mass Schedule 

The Month of September is Dedicated to the Seven Sorrows of Mary and to the  Holy Angels 

Day 

 

Date  Holy Mass at Our Lady of Victory Chapel 

Sunday 

 

               

 

Sept. 24 

6:30 am 
7:00 am 

 9:00 am 
9:30 am  

Angel Sunday  
Sixteenth Sunday after pentecost                  
Our Lady of Ransom  

Confessions                                                                                           
Low Mass  Sarah Hagerty [Sheila Praschak], Blessing of children & 
reception of the Guardian Angel Medal 
Recitation of the Most Holy Rosary and Confessions  
Low Mass  Faithful of Our Lady of Victory Chapel, Blessing of children 
& reception of the Guardian Angel Medal 

Monday   

 

Sept. 25 

     8:15 am 
8:45 am 

  

Ferial day 
Saint Nicholas of Flue, Switzerland, Confessor [* see page 6] 

  
Recitation of the Most Holy Rosary for the Poor Souls 

Requiem Low Mass Weekly Guild Mass for the Poor Souls in Purgatory  

 

Tuesday 

 

Sept. 26 

8:15 am 
8:45 am   

 

Saint isaak jogues and companions, martyrs 
Saints Cyprian and Justina, Martyrs 

Recitation of the Most Holy Rosary                                                            
Low Mass  In Honor of the Holy Angels of the Blessed Virgin Mary for 
the defense of the Mystical City [Bp. Ramolla]  

Wednesday 

 

Sept. 27 

8:15 am                        
8:45 am   

Saints cosmas and damian, martyrs  

Recitation of the Most Holy Rosary                                                            
Low Mass   Our children‘s sanctification and love of God [Lawrence and 
Mary Ann Scheeler]   

Thursday Sept. 28 

 8:15 am  
8:45 am   

Saint wenceslaus, martyyr 

Recitation of the Most Holy Rosary                                                            
Low Mass  Gary Payne—spiritual and temporal well-being [Cynthia Payne]   
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Day 

 

Date  Holy Mass at Our Lady of Victory Chapel 

        Friday   

 

       Sept. 29 

   8:15 am        
8:45 am 

Dedication of saint michael the archangel  

Recitation of the Most Holy Rosary 
Low Mass  Faithful of Our Lady of Victory Chapel 

    Saturday         Sept. 30 

        8:30 am           
9:00 am         
9:45 am   

 

Saint jerome, Confessor and Doctor of the church 

Recitation of the Most Holy Rosary                                                              
Low Mass  +John McGovern  [Joanne McOsker]  
Confessions 

 

      Sunday 

 

 

        Oct. 1 

6:20 am      
6:30 am     
7:00 am 

    9:00 am 
9:30 am 

     

  

Rosary Sunday   
Seventeenth Sunday after pentecost  
Saint Remigius, Bishop and Confessor 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Confessions  
Low Mass before the Blessed Sacrament Exposed Joanne McOsker and 
family [Joanne McOsker] 
Recitation of the Most Holy Rosary and Confessions 
Holy Mass before the Blessed Sacrament Exposed  Faithful of Our Lady of 
Victory Chapel 
 

 

 

 

 Marian Calendar for the Month of        

October 

1. Foundation of the Abbey de la Couronne in Angouleme (1122) 

2. Our Lady of the Assumption, Naples, Italy (11th Century) 

3. Our Lady of the Place, Rome (1250) 

4. Our Lady of Vaussiviieres, Auvergne, France (1374) 

5. Our Lady of Buch, Guienne  

6. Our Lady of All Help, (1640) / Our Lady de la Plebe, Venice 
(1480) 

7. Our Lady of the Rosary, instituted by Pope Gregory XIII (1573) 
8. Our Lady of Good Remedy / Church of Our Lady of Gifts, Avi-

gnon , France (1st Century) founded by St. Martha 
9. Miraculous Cure of St. John Damascene by Our Lady (723)  

(restored severed hand) 
10. Our Lady of the Cloister, Citeaux, France (1624) 

11. Feast of the Divine Maternity of Our Lady 

12. Our Lady of Zapopan, Mexico, (1541) 

13. Our Lady of Clairvaux, France, (1114) 

14. Our Lady of La Rochelle, France (7th Century) 

15. Dedication of the Church of Our Lady of Terouenne (1133) 

16. Dedication of the Church of Our Lady of Milan (1417) by Pope 
Martin V 

17. Dedication of the Cave of Our Lady of Chartres, France (46), by St. 
Pontianus 

18. Dedication of the Church of Our Lady of Rheims (405) built by St. 
Nicasius 

19. Dedication of the Holy Cross & Our Lady Abbey, Royaumont, 
France (1235), founded by St. Louis 

20. Dedication of the Abbey of Our Lady, Pontigny, France (1114) 

21. Our Lady of Talan, near Dijon, France 

22. Our Lady of the Underground, Grand Cairo (12th Century) 

23. Our Lady of Consolation, near Honfleur, France 

24. Our Lady of Hermits, Switzerland (1418) 

25. Dedication of the Cathedral of Our Lady of Toledo, Spain (1070) 

26. Our Lady of Victory, near Senlis, France (1225) 

27. Dedication of the Basilica of Our Lady, Help of Christians, Turin 

28. Our Lady  of Vivonne, Savoy, France 

29. Our Lady of Oropa, Vercelli, Italy (380) 

30. Our Lady of Mondevi, Piedmont (1540) 

31. Miracle at St. Fort, Chartres, France (1116) 
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Announcements  

today's mass:  

[Angel Sunday] Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost;  
2nd Collect: Our Lady of Ransom, Preface: Holy 
Trinity; 

After Mass: Blessing of the Guardian Angel 
Medal, Blessing of children and reception of the 
Guardian Angel Medal; 

 

 Join us in the Social Hall after Mass  
forCoffee & Breakfast  

The sacrament of confession   

Confessions will be heard this week on Sunday at 
6:30 am and at 9:00 am, and on Saturday at 9:45 
am. Confessions can also be heard upon request. 

Masses during the week  

Mass will be offered on Monday through Friday at 
8:45 am with the recitation of the most Holy Rosary 
at  8:15 am. On Saturday, Mass will be offered at 
9:00 am.  

Mary of agreda guild  

 

The Mary of 
Agreda Guild 
will meet on 
Tuesday, 
September 
26th, at 7:00 
pm for its 
next meeting,
[Vol. II, Bk. 
III, Ch. X] 
The 

consecutive meetings for the month of October are 
scheduled for October 3rd, 10th and 17th. We will 
be reading and studying together the Mystical City 
of God, the history and life of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary revealed to Venerable Mary of Jesus of 
Ágreda. The meetings will be led by Bp. Markus 
Ramolla or Fr. Moylan.  We will meet thrice a 
month. The meetings will take place at Mrs. Joanne 

McOsker’s house, at 5829 West Fountain Circle 
Dr., Mason, Ohio 45040. If you are interested   
please let us know.    

Assigned chapter for the meetings of the mary of 
agreda guild  

  

Next Sunday  

Rosary Sunday [taken from October 7th, Feast 
of the Most Holy Rosary]Sixteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost;  2nd Collect: Seventeenth Sunday after 
Pentecost, Preface: Blessed Virgin Mary, Proper 
Last Gospel: Seventeeth Sunday after Pentecost; 

 

Saint John the 

Baptist Tradi-

tional    Roman 

Catholic Church 

452 North 26th Street  
Louisville KY, 40212 

Phone: 859-361-1303 
 

 September 24th  [Angel Sunday], Sixteenth Sun-
day after Pentecost                             

  1:30 pm Confessions 

2:00 pm Low Mass 

October 1st, Rosary Sunday                        

  1:30 pm Confessions 

2:00 pm Low Mass 

Contact: Bp. Ramolla: 513-739-5890 

 • October 3rd - Vol. II, Bk. III, Ch. XI 
 • October 10th - Vol. II, Bk. III, Ch. XII 
 • October 17th - Vol. II, Bk. III, Ch. XIII 
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Saint Nicholas of Flue - Patron of   

Switzerland (Sept. 25) 

Nicholas was born 
on March 21, 1417 
and died on the 
same day 70 years 
later in 1487. He 
was from the canton 
of Unterwalden in 
Switzerland. His 
parents were simple 
peasants who tried 
to provide Nicholas 
with a better educa-
tion, given his un-
common intelli-
gence and piety. He 
had an inclination 
for the contempla-
tive life and prac-
ticed severe mortifi-
cations. He married 

and had ten children, some of whom came to hold high 
positions in the country. He used to wake every night to 
pray and read a psalter in honor of Our Lady.  

At age 23 he was called to take arms in a campaign 
against the canton of Zurich, which rebelled against the 
Swiss Confederation. Fourteen years later he was still 
engaged in military service and had achieved the post of 
captain, having 100 men under his command. In battles 
Nicholas always fought with the sword in one hand and 
the rosary in the other. His courage earned him the 
h i g h e s t  m i l i t a r y  d e c o r a t i o n s .  
Returning home, he was asked to be mayor of his city, 
but declined the honor, alleging his humble origin made 
him unsuitable for that post. However, he accepted the 
position of judge in the local court, a position that he 

carried out with rare ability for nine years. Then he re-
tired from this position to his farm to have more time to 
dedicate himself to matters of the soul.  

He had received symbolic visions since childhood. After 
his retirement, he was watching his flock when he mys-
tically saw a marvelous lily growing from his mouth and 
rising up to the clouds; suddenly it fell to the ground 
and was eaten by a horse. He understood that his con-
templation of heavenly things was often disturbed and 
consumed by earthly concerns. He realized he should 
abandon the world and devote himself exclusively to 
matters of soul as a hermit.  

 
Although she had just borne his tenth child, his wife he-
roically consented. He settled at Ranft, a few miles from 
his home. From the outset of his life as a hermit, he was 
miraculously nourished only by the Holy Eucharist, 
which he received once a month.  

He was loved and venerated by the people, and pilgrims 
came from distant parts to consult him. He was often 
called on by dignitaries to make peace between the can-
tons in their continuous disputes. He always achieved 
success in those missions.  

Shortly before his death he was assailed by strong pains. 
“O, how terrible is death!” he used to say. But he deliv-
ered his last breath in peace. His body was preserved in 
the Church of Sachseln, a village close to his birthplace.  

Even today the visitor can venerate there the bones of 
Brother Klaus (Nicholas in German), his mortal remains 
richly ornamented with gold and precious stones, and 
around his neck countless military decorations of honor.  

 

PRAYER OF SAINT NICHOLAS OF FLUE 

  

My Lord and My God, 
Take from me whatever keeps me from thee. 

My Lord and My God, 
Grant me whatever brings me to thee. 

My Lord and My God, 
Take Myself, to live wholly in Thee. 
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The Life Story of Venerable Mary of Agreda begins 
with her birth on April 8, 1602, in the ancient castle 
of Castiglia, situated on the boundary between the 
kingdoms of Aragon and Navarra, in the village of 
Agreda, Spain. She was bap-
tized Maria Coronel, daughter 
of Francis Coronel and Cathe-
rine of Arana. There were elev-
en children in the family, but 
only four of them lived, two 
sons and two daughters. Maria 
was the eldest daughter.  

Early in her life there appeared 
many evident signs of God’s 
predilection for this child. Mary 
was not yet two years old when 
she was favored with a super-
natural vision during which she 
received the use of reason. 
Power was given to her under-
standing, strength to her will, 
and she was endowed with an 
extraordinary memory. God 
enlightened her intellect with a profound knowledge 
of the articles of faith and the commandments. As 
Maria advanced in years she also progressed in the 
school of sanctity. Much suffering was reserved for 
her. Suffering and sanctity are inseparable. The 
higher God raises a soul, the more severe are the 
trials and afflictions to which He subjects it. 

Little Maria was not yet six years old when God 

suddenly concealed Himself and seemingly deprived 
her of His divine assistance. It is easy to realize  the 
intense affliction this caused to the soul of Maria, 
but “those whom God loveth, He chastizeth”. This 

trial lasted until one year after 
she became a nun. During this 
period her desolation and de-
pression of mind was so intense, 
that she separated herself from 
her companions, deeming her-
self too low for their company. 
Idle conversation bored her and 
worldly diversions only tended 
to increase her sadness. Her par-
ents, unable to understand the 
workings of God’s grace in the 
soul of their child, judged that 
this disposition was brought on 
by indolence and so they began 
to treat her with severity. But it 
was useless. Even God seemed 
to abandon His child in her des-
olation and misery. These ex-

cessive interior trials, at so tender an age, soon had 
their effect upon her health and caused frequent 
sickness the rest of her life. Even Mary’s parents 
made no secret of the fact that they considered her a 
burden. Yet we know it is a universal law of nature 
that all forms of strength come through opposition 
and in Maria’s case, God strengthened her to bear  

 

 
 

The Age of Mary 
 

an exclusively marian magazine 
January-February 1958 

The Mystical City of God  
A Brief biography of Venerable mary of 

agreda 

By joseph mary madden, o.s.m. 
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these sufferings not only with patience but with 
cheerfulness. When she complained to Our Lord of 
the slights of others, she would hear a Voice say: “I 
have suffered more for you”.1  

As Maria grew older, her mother instructed her in 
Christian doctrine and was astonished at her apti-
tude and singular talent for things spiritual. It was 
Maria’s only concern– to increase her knowledge 
and love of her Crea-
tor and she began the 
practice of retiring 
each day at certain 
hours to a small room 
in the castle to pray. 
During this time of 
her life God spoke to 
her interiorly more 
and more frequently. 
Her faults He repri-
manded, but His di-
vine Mercy preserved 
her from even the 
shadow of sin. He 
taught her how to 
pray in a true and per-
fect manner. 

In 1614 at the tender 
age of 12, Maria re-
vealed to her parents 
her desire to be a nun. 
They decided to place 
her with the daughters 
of St. Therese in the 
monastery of St. Ann 
in Tarrazona. But God 
had other designs in 
mind for the whole 
Coronel family. One 
day when Catherine, 
her mother, was at 
prayer, a voice told her 
that it was the will of 
God that the Coronel 
Castle be turned into a 
monastery; that her 
husband, Francis 
should enter the Order of St. Francis. Their two 
sons were already there. Catherine humbly submit-
ted to God’s will but expressed the fear that no one 
would apply for admittance into this monastery. 
The voice replied: “Nothing shall be wanting—
obey”.2 

At first, Francis Coronel, who was then sixty years 
old, absolutely refused to agree to this plan, but the 
grace of God effected a change of heart in him and 
he entered the Order of St. Francis as a lay-brother. 
On August 16, 1618 work began on the monastery. 
On January 13, 1619, Catherine and her two daugh-
ters took the veil. On that same day, Francis Coro-
nel became Brother Francis. 

After a year of noviti-
ate, Catherine and 
Maria pronounced 
their solemn vows on 
the Feast of the Puri-
fication of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, 
1620. The youngest 
daughter was obliged 
to wait because of her 
youth. Maria Coronel 
took the name of Ma-
ria de Jesus. 

Almighty God’s spe-
cial design in calling 
Sr. Mary of Jesus to 
the highest state of 
perfection was that 
she might manifest to 
the world the glorious 
life of His Most Holy 
Mother. He desired 
her to be as perfect an 
imitator as possible of 
His Virgin Mother 
and therefore she was 
obliged to undergo 
more purifying in the 
furnace of tribulation 
and sorrow. Her sick-
nesses became more 
frequent and painful. 

God permitted Satan to 
afflict her with terrible 
bodily suffering and to 
tempt her spirit with 
vile words and images 
until her whole life was 

a continual martyrdom. But her greatest pain was 
the fear that she had displeased her Divine Spouse. 

——————————————————————- 
1 

Life of Ven. Sister Mary of Agreda, by V. Rev. Ubaldus de Pandolphi, O.F.M., 

p. 28 
2 The Mystical City of God, Vol. I Conception, page 19. 

María de Jesús de Ágreda's family tree, with her 
parents (Francisco and Catalina) at the bottom, her 
brothers (Francisco and Joseph) above that and 
María (left, with quill pen) and her sister (Jerónima) 
above that. The entire family took up the religious 
life and turned their house  into a convent.  
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One day, when she was almost exhausted by the as-
saults of Satan, Our Blessed Mother appeared to her, 
holding her divine Son in her arms. This was on the 
feast of Pentecost, and Sr. Maria de Jesus saw a 
most beautiful dove rest upon her. 

In spite of Satan’s repeated attacks, Sr. Maria de Je-
sus made rapid progress in the path of perfection. 
The devil was so enraged by her sanctity that he be-
gan to assault her body with such physical pains that 
her very bones seemed to be dislocated. This im-
paired her health so much that her very life was in 
danger. The Mother Abbess and several members of 
the community became suspicious of her and sub-
jected her to severe discipline, even depriving her of 
Holy Communion. But Sr. Mary only used these 
mortifications to increase her already deep humility. 

When writing of such a saintly soul as that of Sr. 
Maria de Jesus, it is natural for us to expect God, in 
His infinite goodness, to grant her many extraordi-
nary privileges. She was favored with many ecsta-
sies, the first of which took place in the year 1620. 
Suddenly she beheld the glorious Queen of Heaven 
and earth with her Divine Son in her arms, just as 
she had received Him when He was taken down 
from the Cross. During this ecstasy, Our Blessed 
Lord reached out with His hand and snatched 
Agreda’s heart from her breast. It was transformed 
in His hand. 

After this her trances became more frequent and fer-
vent. Her heart burned with the fire of divine love, 
so much so that the garment over her breast was al-
ways scorched. To her great  embarrassment these 
ecstasies happened while the community were gath-
ered together in the chapel. She was raised from the 
earth and her body became so light that the least 
wind would move it like a leaf on a tree. Her attitude 
was modest and devout, her countenance was most 
beautiful and her complexion which was naturally 
dark, became radiantly fair and brilliant. These ec-
stasies usually occurred after receiving Holy Com-
munion, and often lasted for two or three hours. 

These frequent raptures caused her abbess to deter-
mine to have her charge submit to rigorous ecclesi-
astical examination. Fr. Anthony da Villacre, the 
provincial of Burgos, tested and discovered that Sr. 
Maria possessed everything that saints and masters 
of the spiritual always receive from God and he pro-
nounced it true sanctity. 

Abbe J. A. Boullan, Doctor in Theology, declared of 
Ven. Sr. Maria: 

“In the highest  rank among the saints 
of past ages, who have been endowed 
with signal graces and singular privi-
leges by the august Queen of Heaven, 
must be placed, without hesitation, the 
Venerable Mary of Jesus, called of 
Agreda, from the name of the city in 
Spain where she passed her life. A 
writer, whose authority will not be 
suspected, the celebrated J. Goerres, in 
his monumental work on “Mysticism”, 
cites as an example , in the chapter en-
titled “Culminating Point of Christian 
Mysticism,” the life of Mary of Agreda; 
and, in fact, no more perfect model can 
be found of the most elevated ways of 
mystical perfection. As an example, she 
is unique, and most valuable as a study 
in this progress of the soul, which ac-
cording to the words of the prophet, 
rises from degree to degree, even to 
the summit of perfection. Ibant de vir-
tute in virtutem”.  

Soon all the nuns held her in high veneration, but 
this esteem caused Sr. Maria far greater grief than 
their former hostilities. Her ecstasies only caused 
Satan to vent his vilest fury upon her and her guardi-
an angel told her his threats and violent attacks 
would have taken away her life, had not God kept 
her alive miraculously because He designed that in 
due time she should make known to the world the 
glorious and extraordinary prerogatives of His most 
august Mother.  

(to be continued in the next issue of the bulletin) 
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The vocation of suffering 

THE PARISH PRIEST’S ATTITUDE TO-
WARDS THE APPARITIONS.  

At the end of May, Father Ferreira, who remained 
perplexed and on the whole in-
different, nevertheless thought 
it his duty to call the children 
to the presbytery to interrogate 
them. He did it very conscien-
tiously, sticking to what was 
pertinent, and his written ac-
count remains one of the most 
important documents on the 
apparitions, both because of its 
earlier date – the parish priest 
of Fatima transcribed his inter-
rogations a few days after each 
apparition – as well as its cold 
objectivity.  

Although Lucy willingly an-
swered the questions of her 
parish priest, Jacinta would not 
open her mouth :  

“She put her head down 
and only with difficulty did 
he succeed in getting a 
word or two out of her. 
Once outside, I asked her : 
‘Why didn’t you answer 
the priest  ? ’ ‘Because I 
promised you never to tell 
anything to anybody again  ! ’ ”  

Poor child  ! Let us not forget that she was only sev-
en years old !  

No doubt Father Marques Ferreira did not have a 
good impression. Although pious and zealous, it 
seems that, even before the apparitions, he had never 
shown any great attention or affection for our three 

shepherds. Lucy, as is obvious from reading her 
Memoirs, bitterly regretted losing the good and pa-
ternal Father Pena, who had had to leave the parish 
in 1913. Father Ferreira had arrived at Fatima a few 
months after her First Communion. No doubt he did 
not appreciate this extraordinary favour granted by 
his predecessor to a six-year-old child. It was so 

contrary to his principles, he 
who did not wish to hear of 
First Communion before the 
age of nine or ten !  

What is certain is that Father 
Ferreira, who had not been 
able to gain the confidence of 
the seers, took offence when 
they would not open their 
souls to him, and he grew 
colder and colder towards 
them. True, his task was any-
thing but easy. But it seems 
that, instead of biding his time 
in an attitude of prudent ex-
pectation, objectivity and ap-
parent indifference, he quick-
ly came to be dominated by a 
certain animosity with regard 
to the seers and to Ti Marto, 
who refused to admit that his 
children were liars…  

The attitude of the parish 
priest of Fatima, as we will 
see, remains enigmatic, quite 
different from that of Father 

Peyramale of Lourdes, who was prudent, suspicious, 
and awe-inspiring in appearance, but a man with a 
great heart, well disposed to believe, once he had 
convincing proof of the reality of the apparitions.  

Be that as it may, the days following the visit to the 
parish priest were a real martyrdom for Lucy. Since 
Father Ferreira did not approve, there was only one 
solution for Maria Rosa : her daughter was a liar.  
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“ I was overwhelmed with bitterness ”, 
writes Sister Lucy. “ I could see that my 
mother was deeply distressed, and that she 
wanted at all 
costs to compel 
me, as she put 
it, to admit that 
I had lied. I 
w a n t e d  s o 
much to do as 
she wished, but 
the only way I 
could do so was 
to tell a lie. 
From the cra-
dle, she had in-
stilled into her 
c h i l d r e n  a 
great horror of 
lying, and she 
used to chastise 
severely any 
one of us who 
told an un-
truth.  

“ ‘ I’ve seen to 
it ’, she often 
said, ‘ that my 
children always 
told the truth, 
and am I now 
to let the 
youngest get 
away with a 
thing like this ? If it were just a small 
thing…  ! But a lie of such proportions, de-
ceiving so many people  !… ’  

“ After these bitter complaints, she would 
turn to me, saying  : ‘ Make up your mind 
which you want  ! Either undo all this de-
ception by telling these people that you’ve 
lied, or I’ll lock you up in a dark room 
where you won’t even see the light of the 
sun. After all the things I’ve been through, and 
now a thing like this to happen  ! ’15  

“ My sisters sided with my mother, and all 
around me the atmosphere was one of ut-
ter scorn and contempt. Then I would re-

member the old 
days, and ask my-
self  : ‘ Where is all 
that affection now, 
that my family had 
for me just such a 
short while ago ? ’ 
My one relief was 
to weep before the 
Lord, as I offered 
Him my sacrifice. ”  

“ You will have much to 
suffer ”, the Blessed Vir-
gin had announced, 
“ but the Grace of God 
will be your comfort ”, 
She had added. And 
without waiting any 
further, She had imme-
diately filled them with 
an incomparable mysti-
cal favour, a sort of vi-
sion of God, which 
alone could give them 
the strength to bear the 
harsh sufferings which 
awaited them. In the 
same way Jesus had led 
His three favored disci-

ples to Tabor, to prepare them for Calvary. (to be 
continued) 
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15 This indeed partly explains the harsh attitude of Maria Rosa towards 
her daughter, for already she had been overwhelmed with all sorts of 
trials for several months  : Antonio, following the example of some 
evil companions, spent part of his time at the tavern, “ which meant 
the loss of some of our property ”, Lucy writes. Since the resources of 
the family were diminishing, Gloria and Caroline had to leave the 
house to work as servants. Shortly after, however, Maria Rosa became 
ill and they had to be recalled. Even when she recovered, she re-
mained tired and depressed from so many problems. The apparitions 
began around that time.  



 

 

 

Blessing of religious articles: First Sunday of the month after Mass, 
at the communion rail.  

Blessing of expectant mothers: Second Sunday of every month after 
Mass. 

Prayer intentions: To request prayers for your special intentions or 
needs, please submit them at ourladyofvictory@mail.com. 

Confessions: Confessions will be heard before Mass on Sunday and 
weekdays after Mass. Appointments for confession may be made during 
the week with the priest.  

Baptism: Baptisms are by appointment. At least one parent as well as the 
sponsor (only one sponsor is required) must be practicing Roman Catho-
lics who attend the Traditional Latin Mass exclusively. For further infor-
mation please phone our priest for arrangements. 

Confirmations: The Sacrament of Confirmation will be solemnly ad-
ministered once a year. Those who received the Sacrament in the new 
rite, which is doubtful, may receive it conditionally at any time. Please 
contact our priest for further arrangements. 

First holy communion: First Holy Communion will be solemnly ad-
ministered every year on the Solemnity of Corpus Christi. 

The Sacrament of matrimony: If you are contemplating marriage, 
please make an appointment with our priest before setting a date. 

Funerals: Simply call our priest before calling the funeral director. He 
will help you to make all the arrangements. 

Last rites & sick calls: Our priest must often travel far to administer 
these sacraments. Please do not put off making arrangements until the last 
moment. Let us know if a church member is sick, hospitalized or in dan-
ger of death. 

Mass intentions: For your Mass requests information can be found on 
page 2 of the bulletin.  
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