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“In the end my 

Immaculate Heart 

shall triumph.”   
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ost popular of the Advent 

customs handed down to us 

is the Advent wreath made 

of evergreens, bound to a 

circle of wire. German in 

origin - it was taken from 

the pagan fire wheel - the wreath              

represents the cycle of the four thousand   

years from Adam 

to Christ during 

which the world 

awaited the 

coming of a 

Redeemer. It also  

represents the 

cycle of     years 

since then that we 

have   been 

awaiting His 

second and final 

coming in glory.  

   It bears four 

candles, equally 

spaced, three 

purple ones to be lighted on the 

“penitential” Sundays and a rose colored 

one for Gaudete, the joyful Sunday in 
Advent. The traditional symbolism of the 

Advent Wreath reminds the faithful of the 

Old Testament, when humanity was 

“sitting in darkness and in the shadow of 

death” (Luke 2:79); when the prophets, 

illuminated  by God, announced the 

Redeemer; and when the hearts of good 

people stood in flame with the desire for 

the Messiah. The wreath itself symbolizes 

the “fulfillment of time” in the coming of 

Christ, and the glory of His birth. (The 

wreath is an ancient symbol of victory and 

glory.) In some sections in Europe, it is 

customary that persons with the name 

“John” or “Joan” have the first right to 

light the candles on the Advent Wreath, 

because John the 

Evangelist starts 

his Gospel by 

calling Christ the 

“Light of the 

World,” and John 

the Baptist was 

the first one to 

see the light of 

Divinity  shine 

about Our Lord at 

His Baptism in 

the Jordan. It is 

hard to picture the 

wonderful 

memories which 

such a daily or 

weekly custom in Advent evokes in the 

hearts of those who enjoy its inspiration in 

their childhood. Somehow these holy 

moments of prayer before the lights of the 

Advent Wreath exert an influence in later 

life which seems out of proportion with the 

simple ceremony. Actually it is not, of 

course; for this practice of family prayer 

with its beautiful symbolism, applies the 

words of Christ: “Where two or three are 
gathered in My Name, there am I in the 

midst of them” (Matt. 18:20) 
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The Advent Wreath 



 

 

Our Lady of Victory Traditional Roman Catholic 

General Information 

 WELCOME TO THE TRADITIONAL MASS 

A nd to the unchanged Catholic Faith. The clergy and parishioners 
of Our Lady of Victory reject the changes of Vatican II. They want 
to preserve the Roman Catholic Faith by maintaining everything 
that was taught and done by the Church  prior to Vatican II. They 
also attend exclusively the traditional Latin Mass, and avoid the 

New Mass, the reformed sacraments, as well as any Masses which are offered in 
union with the Vatican II hierarchy.  

Please don’t hesitate to introduce yourself and ask questions regarding Our Lady 
of Victory Chapel,  the traditional Mass and the unchanged Catholic Faith. After 
service please come to the Social Hall in the back of our chapel, where our 
visitors and parishioners are invited for coffee and breakfast. 

We hope your visit with us is a pleasant one, and we look forward to seeing you 
again and welcoming you as a member of Our Lady of Victory Chapel. 

REQUEST THE HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS FOR YOUR INTENTIONS 

I f you would like to request the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass to 
be of-fered for your intentions, please use our Mass Request 
envelope which can be found at the exit door of the chapel. 
Please fill out the Mass Request envelope which should 

include your own name, the particular intention(s) or the name(s) of the 
person(s) for whom you would like Mass(es) to be offered, whether the 
person(s) is/are deceased or living, and whether the person(s) is/are Catholic 
or not. Please also include a check for the Mass Stipend. We ask for $20.00 
per Mass.  You can drop the completed Mass Request envelope into the 
collection basket or if you prefer you may send it to us by mail, using our 
chapel address below: 

Our Lady of Victory, 6011 Tylersville Road, Suite 5, Mason, Ohio 45040 

 

Padre Pio about the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass: 

“It would be easier for the world to survive 
without the sun than to do without Holy 

Mass.” 
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Our Lady of Victory’s Mass Schedule 

THE MONTH OF DECEMBER IS DEDICATED TO THE INCARNATION OF OUR LORD 

Day 

 

Date  Holy Mass at Our Lady of Victory Chapel 

 

Sunday 

      

 

Dec. 3    

6:30 am 

    7:00 am    

 9:00 am 

9:30 am  

 

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF VICTORY* (PATRONAL FEAST OF OUR CHAPEL) 

First Sunday of Advent 

Saint Francis Xavier, Confessor  

Confessions  

Low Mass [Bp. Ramolla] Int.: Dr. Thomas Droleskey [Bishop Ramolla] 

Recitation of the Most Holy Rosary and Confessions 

High Mass [Bp. Ramolla] Int.: Faithful of Our Lady of Victory Chapel 

Monday   

 

Dec. 4 

 6:30 am 

8:00 am 

8:30 am  

SAINT PETER CHRYSOLOGUS,  BISHOP, CONFESSOR, AND DOCTOR 

St. Barbara, Virgin and Martyr               

Requiem Low Mass [Bp. Ramolla] Int.: Weekly Guild Mass for the Poor Souls in Purgatory 

Recitation of the Most Holy Rosary for the Poor Souls 

Low Mass [Fr. Moylan]  Int.: Gregorian Mass XXV for +Emmett Edward Nagle [Mary Nagle]  

Tuesday 

 

Dec. 5 

6:30 am 

 

8:00 am  

8:30 am   

 

FERIAL DAY  St. Sabbas, Abbot                               

Low Mass [Bp. Ramolla]  Int.: Granting a True Roman Pontiff according to the Will of 
God [Bishop Ramolla] 

Recitation of the Most Holy Rosary                                                            

Requiem Low Mass [Fr. Moylan] Int.: Gregorian Mass XXVI  for +Emmett Edward 
Nagle [Mary Nagle] 

Wednesday 

 

Dec. 6 

6:30 am 

8:00 am                        

8:30 am   

SAINT NICHOLAS, BISHOP AND CONFESSOR 

Requiem Low Mass [Bp. Ramolla] Int.: Monthly Guild Mass for the Poor Souls in Purgatory 

Recitation of the Most Holy Rosary                                                            

Low Mass [Fr. Moylan]  Int.: Gregorian Mass XXVII for +Emmett Edward Nagle [Mary 

Nagle]  

 

Thursday Dec. 7 

 

6:30 am 

8:00 am                        

8:30 am   

SAINT AMBROSE, BISHOP, CONFESSOR AND DOCTOR 

The Vigil of the Immaculate Conception                                           

 

Low Mass [Bp. Ramolla]  Int.: Living and Deceased of the Maier Family [Hildegard Maier]  

Recitation of the Most Holy Rosary                                                            

Low Mass [Fr. Moylan]  Int.: Gregorian Mass XXVIII for +Emmett Edward Nagle [Mary 

Nagle] 
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Day Date  Holy Mass at Our Lady of Victory Chapel 

Friday                           Dec. 8 

           

          7:00 am 

          5:00 pm 

          6:00 pm                      

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Holy Day of Obligation 

Low Mass [Bp. Ramolla]  Int.: Faithful of Our Lady of Victory Chapel    
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Rosary,  and Benediction 

Low Mass [Fr. Moylan]  Int.: Gregorian Mass XXIX for +Emmett Edward Nagle [Mary 

Nagle]  

 

    Saturday 

 

          Dec. 9 

7:10 am        

7:30 am  

    

8:30 am        

9:00 am 

9:45 am  

WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
 

Confessions 

Low Mass [Bp. Ramolla]  Int.: In Honor of the Infant of Prague for a Special Intention 
[Sheila Praschak]  

Recitation of the Most Holy Rosary 

Low Mass [Fr. Moylan]  Int.: Gregorian Mass XXX for +Emmett Edward Nagle [Mary 

Nagle] 

Confessions                                     

      Sunday 

 

 

          Dec. 10 

    6:30 am 

    7:00 am 

10:00 am    

9:00 am    

9:30 am 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Within the Octave 

Saint Melchiades, Pope and Martyr 

Confessions  
Low Mass [Fr. Moylan] Int.: Martha Lavey [Sheila Praschak] 

{Louisville} [Bp. Ramolla] Monthly Foundation Mass for Alice Douglas [Joanne McOsker] 

Recitation of the Most Holy Rosary and Confessions 

High Mass [Fr. Moylan] Int.: Faithful of Our Lady of Victory Chapel 

 

 

 

Statue of Our Lady of Victory at the 
shrine Notre-Dame-des-Victoires (Our 

Lady of Victories), Paris, France 

VARIOUS FEAST DAYS OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY UNDER THE TITLE OF OUR LADY OF VICTORY 

January 13 Feast of Our Lady of Victory, Prague, Czech Republic (1620), home of the Infant of Prague  

February 25 Feast of Our Lady of Victory, Constantinople, today Istanbul (621)  

March 23 Feast of Our Lady of Victory of Lepanto, Hungary (1716) 

July 18 Feast of Our Lady of Victory at Toledo, Spain (1202) 

August 23 Feast of Our Lady of Victory of Valois, France (1328) 

September 26 Feast of Our Lady of Victory at Tourney (1340) 

October 7 Feast of the Most Holy Rosary, which was originally called Feast of Our Lady of Victory , 

October 26 Feast of Our Lady of Victory, near Senlis, France (1225) 

December 3  FEAST OF OUR LADY OF VICTORY, BASILICA NOTRE-DAME-DES-VICTOIRES, PARIS (1626), 
PATRONAL FEAST OF  OUR OWN CHAPEL OF OUR LADY OF VICTORY, SINCE OUR CHAPEL IS NAMED 
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Announcements  

TODAY'S MASS:  Feast of Our Lady of Victory (First 

Sunday of Advent);  2nd Collect: First Sunday of 

Advent, Preface:  BVM 

MARY OF AGREDA GUILD  

The Mary of Agreda Guild will meet on Tuesday, 

Deceber 12th,  at 7:00 pm for its next meeting,[Vol. II, 

Bk. III, Ch. XIII]. We will be reading and studying 

together the Mystical City of God, the history and life of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary revealed to Venerable Mary of 

Jesus of Ágreda. The meetings will be led by Bp. 

Markus Ramolla or Fr. Moylan. We will meet thrice a 

month. PLEASE NOTE! The meetings will take place 

from now on at Our Lady of Victory Chapel at 7:00 

pm. If you are interested please let us know.   

Join us in the Social Hall after Mass  
forCoffee & Breakfast  

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION   

Confessions will be heard this week on Sunday at 6:30 

am and at 9:00 am, and on Saturday at 7:10 am & 9:45 

am. Confessions can also be heard upon request. 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK  

    Mass will be offered  from Monday to Thursday at 

6:30 am and at 8:30 am with the recitation of the Most 

Holy Rosary at 8:00 am; on Saturday at 7:30 am and 

9:00 am. 

 

 
Our Lady of Victory’s Weekly Missal Guide 

Date Feast / Day Mass 

Sun., Dec. 3, 2017 OUR LADY OF VICTORY

(1ST SUNDAY OF        
ADVENT) 

 

Mass: Feast of Our Lady of Victory (Mass from Common Feasts of the Blessed Virgin Mary),  2nd Collect: 

First Sunday of Advent,  Preface: Blessed Virgin Mary, Proper Last Gospel: First Sunday of Advent. 
  

Mon., Dec. 4, 2017 SAINT PETER           
CHRYSOLOGUS, BISHOP, 
CONFESSOR AND DOC-

TOR; ST. BARBARA, VIR-

GIN AND MARTYR 

1st Mass: Daily Requiem Mass; No Gl., 1st Coll. deceased bishops and priests, 2nd Coll. De-
ceased brethren, relations & benefactors, 3rd Coll. All the Faithful departed, No Cr., Pref. For 
the dead; 

2nd Mass: St. Peter Chrysologus; Gl., Cr. 2nd Coll. Feria 3rd Coll. Saint Barbara,     

 Pref.; Common 

Tues., Dec. 5, 2017 FERIAL DAY; 
SAINT SABBAS 

1st Mass: 1st Mass: Votive Mass for the Granting of a true Roman Pontiff, 2nd Coll. Feria, 3rd 

Coll. St. Sabbas  

2nd Mass: Daily Requiem Mass; No Gl., 1st Coll. For a Man deceased, 2nd Coll. deceased breth-
ren, relations & benefactors, 3rd Coll. All the Faithful departed, No Cr., Pref. For the dead; 

Wed., Dec. 6, 2017  SAINT NICHOLAS, BISHOP 
AND CONFESSOR 

1st Mass: Daily Requiem Mass; No Gl., 1st Coll. deceased bishops and priests, 2nd Coll. De-
ceased brethren, relations & benefactors, 3rd Coll. All the Faithful departed, No Cr., Pref. For 
the dead; 

2nd Mass: St. Nicholas; Gl., 2nd Coll. Feria, No Cr., Pref. Common Pref.;  

Thurs., Dec. 7, 2017 SAINT AMBROSE; 
VIGIL OF IMMACULATE 

CONCEPTION 

Mass: Feast of St. Ambrose, Bishop and Confessor; Gl., 2nd Coll.: Feria; 3rd Coll.  Vigil of Imm. 
Conception; Pref. Common Pref.; 

Fri.,  Dec. 8, 2017 IMMACULATE CONCEP-

TION OF BVM 
Mass: Dec. 8, Immaculate Conception; Gl., 2nd Coll. Feria, Cr., Pref.  BVM; 

 

Sat., Dec. 9, 2017 WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF 
IMMACULATE                 
CONCEPTION 

  

Mass: Immaculate Conception, Gl., 2nd Coll. Feria,  3rd Coll. Holy Ghost, No Cr., Pref. 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
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Announcements  

ASSIGNED CHAPTER FOR THE MEETINGS OF THE MARY OF 

AGREDA GUILD  

2018 CALENDAR  

Traditional Catholic Calendars are available on the 

table by the exit door for the purchase price of 

$11.50. 

ADVENT CANDLES 

Advent candles are available for purchase on the 

table at the exit door for $5.50.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Thursday, December 7 - Vigil of the Immaculate 

Conception  

Thursday, December 7, is the Vigil of the Immaculate 

Conception. It is a day of Fast and complete 

Abstinence.  

Friday, December 8—Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception 

Please note: Since the Feast and Holyday of the 

Immaculate Conception falls this year on a Friday, the 

Friday abstinence from meat is dispensed and therefore 

meat can be taken on this day. 

Feastday Schedule: 

7:00 am Low Mass 

5:00 pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Rosary 

and Benediction 

6:00 pm Low Mass 

CHRISTMAS MASS NOVENA 

Please take with you the Mass Novena envelopes on 

the table at the exit door for the Christmas Novena of 

Masses, which will be held from December 25th to 

January 2nd. Fill them out and return them to us by 

dropping them in the collection basket before 

Christmas. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER MEMORIAL 

You may make a donation in memory 

of a loved one, to help defray the cost 

of the poinsettias and other flowers for 

Christmas. Please fill out the special 

flower offering envelope available at 

the exit door, and return it to us by 

dropping it into the collection basket. 

To have your loved ones' names 

printed in the Christmas bulletin, 

please turn in your envelope no later than Sunday, 

December 17th. 

      THIS SUNDAY - PATRONAL FEAST OF THE CHAPEL 

OF OUR LADY OF VICTORY 

This Sunday, December 3rd, 

is the Feast of Our Lady of 

Victory (Notre-Dame des 

Victoires); it is the Patronal 

Feast of Our Chapel.   

Feast of Our Lady of 

Victory (Mass from 

Common Feasts of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary),  

Second Collect: First 

Sunday of Advent,  Pref-

ace: Blessed Virgin Mary, 

Proper Last Gospel: First 

Sunday of Advent. 

 • December 12th - Vol. II, Bk. III, Ch. XIII 
 • December 19th - Vol. II, Bk. III, Ch. XIV 
 • December 27th - Vol. II, Bk. III, Ch. XV 
 

NOVENA PRAYER FOR ADVENT  
Hail and blessed be the hour and the moment, in which the Son of God was born of the Most Pure Virgin 

Mary, at midnight in Bethlehem, in piercing cold. At that hour, vouchsafe, O my God, to hear my prayer and 
grant my desires through the merits of our Savior Jesus Christ and his blessed Mother. Amen.  

(Traditionally said 15 times a day from St. Andrew’s Day until Christmas) 
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Our Lady of Victory Traditional Roman Catholic 
Chapel 

Announcements  

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  

V. Our help is in the name of the 

Lord. 

R. Who made heaven and earth.  

Let us pray. O God, by whose word 

all things are sanctified, pour forth 

Thy   blessing upon this wreath, and 

grant that we who use it may 

prepare our hearts for the coming  

of Christ and may receive from 

Thee abundant graces. Through Christ our Lord. R. 

Amen.  

Let us pray. Stir up Thy might, we beg Thee, O Lord, 

and come, so that we may escape through Thy 

protection and be saved by Thy help from the dangers 

that threaten us because of our sins. Who livest and 

reignest forever and ever. R. Amen.  

Saint John the 

Baptist Tradi-

tional    Roman 

Catholic Church 

452 North 26th Street  

Louisville KY, 40212 

Phone: 859-361-1303 

 

 December 3rd, First Sunday of Advent  

  9:30 am Confessions 

10:00 am Low Mass 

December 10th, Second Sunday of Advent            

9:30 am Confessions 

10:00 am Low Mass 

Contact: Bp. Ramolla: 513-739-5890 

Contact: Fr. Moylan: 513-410-6306 

Marian Calendar for 

the Month of December  

  
1. Our Lady of Ratisbon, Ba-

varia (1842) 

2. Our Lady of Didinia, Cap-

padocia, Turkey/ Our Lady 

of Liesse 

3. Our Lady of Filermo, Mal-

ta/Our Lady of Victory, Par-

is (1629)  

4. Our Lady of La Chapelle, 

Abbeville (1400)  

5. Our Lady of the Jesuit 

College, Rome (1584)  

6. Our Lady of Seez, built by St. Latuin (5th Century)  

7. Our Lady of Paris (1550) 

8. Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary /Our 

Lady of Good Health (1554) 

9. Our Lady of the Conception, Naples, Italy (1618) 

10. Translation of the Holy House of Loreto, Italy (1291) 

11. Our Lady of the Angels, Paris (1212) 

12. Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas, 

Mexico (1531) 

13. Our Lady of the Holy Chapel, Paris 

14. Our Lady of Alba Royale, Hungary (1005) 

15. Our Lady of the Armed Forces 

16. Our Lady of Good or Happy Deliverance, brought from 

Madrid, Spain to St. Augustine, Florida (1565) 

17. Our Lady of Amiens, France 

18. Dedication of Our Lady of Marseilles by St. Lazarus 

19. Our Lady of Toledo, Spain (657) 

20. Our Lady of Molene, France (1075) 

21. Our Lady of St. Acheul, Amiens, France, founded by St. 

Firmin, Bishop (4th Century) 

22. Our Lady of Chartres, Mother of Youth, France (1935) 

23. Our Lady of Ardilliers, Anjou, France 

24. Chaste Nuptial of Our Lady & St. Joseph 

25. Nativity of the Lord - Christmas 

26. Our Lady of Acheropita, Rossano, Italy (1140) 

27. Institution of the Knights of Our Lady (1370) 

28. Our Lady of Pontoise, France (12th Century) 

29. Our Lady of Spire, Germany (1146)  

30. Our Lady of Bologna, Italy (1193)  

31. Image of Our Lady of Chartres brings back to life the 

son of King Geoffrey (100 BC) 
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CLEMENT XII 

   In 1734 Clement XII assumed 
the Pontifical Tiara and to his 

faith was added the burning fire 

of devotion to the illustrious Ab-

bess of Agreda. On August 9th of 

the same year, at the insistence 

of His Excellency, Mr. Bentiv-

olli, Minister of Spain, he rati-

fied the Commission appointed 

by his predecessor.33 Whenever he had a chance to 

manifest his feelings he did so in the most laudatory 

terms.34 But human malice, which never stops when it 

comes to calumny, darkened the brilliance of this illus-

trious Pontiff. Our enemies say, in effect, that this glo-

rious Pope published a decree on November 9, 1730 in 

which he revoked "justis de causis" "for a just cause" 

the beautiful decree of Benedict XIII, ordering jointly 

"ut causa Beatificationis seu Canonizationis Sororis 

Mariae a Jesu de Agreda non procedatur, nisi prius 

consulta S. Congregatione S. Officii."35 

("the cause of the Beatification or Canonization of Sis-

ter Mary of Jesus of Agreda should not proceed, unless 

the Sacred Congregation of the Holy Office be first 

consulted.") 

   Nothing could be more inaccurate. Father Serafin, a 

Passionist,36 agreed completely with Father Prudencio 

Iniquez, the petitioner of the cause37 and the illustrious 

author of "Istoria Divina e vita della Vergine Madre de 
Dio" with all the sensible writers who analyzed this 

work in a critical light, considering it as surreptitious 

and obreptitious. If Clement XII had wanted to prohibit 

the reading of the Mystic by this decree, he undoubted-

ly would have mentioned the superseding (decrees) of 

Innocent XI, Benedict XIII, and of other predecessors, 

all of whom permitted it. But none of these had been 

revoked by Clement. Even more: if one thinks it over a 

little, the report made by Benedict XIV38 mentions that 

some requirements necessary for its validity are lack-

ing in its wording. It was not published "ab ipsa sacra 

congregatione" but "in ipsa Congregatione a Pontifice 

enunciata" ("from the Sacred Congregation itself" but 

"formulated by the Pope in the Congregation.") and did 

not include (as is custom), the opinion of the Cardinal 

Examiners.39 

The Age of Mary 
 

AN EXCLUSIVELY MARIAN MAGAZINE 

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1958 

The Mystical City of God  

Agreda and the popes  

                                               From “Agredistas y Antiagredistas” 

                                                                                                                                by Canon Zotico Roya Campos 

————- 
33Del Rio, op. cit. pages 5 and 17 
34 This Pope also ordered that the examination and judgment of The Mystical City of God be done exclusively by the already indicated commission of Cardinals in order to 
prevent thusly all obstacles that might arise against these Revelations. He ordered same on January 6, 1734 so that the said Congregation might finish this matter. "Via locoque 
omni pro ulterioribus oppositionibus omnino perclusis." 
35  Summ. Proelim. 51, No. 23.   36  “Grandeur et Apostolat de Marie, ou la Cite Mystique justificee,  vol. 1, pages 43-44   37 Anteproelim, page 1,5, V 6 and 7 
38 Allegazione Storico Apolegetica Chapter 4, pages 141 and 142 
39 Another substantial proof of the falsity of the Clementine Decree is the lack of knowledge about it that existed in Trent on January 15, 1731, as can be seen by the approval 
which the Trent reader gave to the publication of the Mystical City: it reads as follows: "Ex comissione Ilmi.. Et Rmi. Dni. Francisci de Martinis, Ecclesiae Cathedralis 
Canonici, et in Spiritualibus Vicarii Generalis Tridenti, quod dudum etiam antehac a me lectum erat, noviter omni amini attentione perlegi Opus Ven. Servae Dei Mariae de 
Jesu de Agreda, qui titulus Mystica etc. nihilque in eo fidei aut moribus dissonum, immo solidissima tum Scholasticae, tum Mysticae theologiae doctrina undequaque refectum 
inveni...Comque in praeterities editionibus tum Matriti, tum panormi, necnon Tridenti, in publicam Illmorum, et Rmorum. Ordinariorum et Theologorum calculo approbatum 
fuerti: ita denuo, suffragante maximae Apostolico Oraculo sub 21 Martii 1729 de sana doctrina in eodem contenta, ut typis detur, si iis, quibus etc. judico Antonius Flamacinus, 
Exam. Pros. Et Not. Apost." The same thing happened with the edition made in Venice nine years later with the permission of the Inquisitor Fr. Constantino Pazzaglia. 
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   But what is the use of more arguments, if the same 

Pope restored this same decree three months before? 

Could he so soon forget what he had authorized? Such 

levity regarding matters of such great importance seems 

unbelievable. It is then very definite that a similar decree 

was started by Clement XII for a trap which was 

stretched over it hiding the essential part in the folds of a 

silence which vitiated the moral substance of the matter 

and which would nullify any other papal document ob-

tained in the same manner. 

   Clement XII died on January 6, 1740 leaving a glori-

ous inheritance of "agredista" devotion.  

   BENEDICT XIV 

   When Benedict XIV became head of the Catholic 

Church, a dawn of hope appeared. He was the most en-

thusiastic Pope toward our outstanding Abbess and the 

Most Courageous Leader of our cause. 

   He ingenuously confessed that the flame of love which 

burned in his heart was very strong, by telling us in a 

letter sent to Most Reverend Father Rafael de 

Ligagnano40 that he 

had weighed for a long 

time the words used 

by his predecessors 

"propter nimiam affec-

tionem quam erga 

Ancillam Domini 

merito fovemus." ("on 

account of so tender 

an affection toward 

the handmaid of the 

Lord which we 

properly nourish.") 

Nor were these fervent 

words in vain. At the 

request of the Franciscan Order in the year 1743, in or-

der that the new Pontiff might ratify the Special Com-

mission of Cardinals created by Clement XII, His Holi-

ness, in order to cut out delays, reserved for himself 

judgment on the Mystic. He determined41 that according 

to the decisions of Urban VIII, this Cause would be con-

ducted in his very presence by a special Commission and 

chose for it Cardinals Gentili, Cavalchim, Bessazi, and 

Tamburini. He added Father Gallo, Baldini, Sergio, and 

Orlando as theologians, and the Secretary appointed 

Valenti as Promoter of the Faith.42 On January 16, 1748 

he promulgated another decree in which he promised to 

continue the Beatification process and declared that The 

Mystical City contained nothing contrary to faith or mor-

als.43 

   Finally, after great hardships and thorough examina-

tions, on May 7, 175744 in the special Commission com-

posed of their Excellencies, the Most Reverend Cardi-

nals Portocarrero, Cavalchini, Tamburini and Gallo, the 

Promoter of the Faith, Benito Veterani and the Secretary, 

Marefusco, this most learned Pontiff decided45 "constare 

venerabilem Servam Dei sororem Mariam a Jesu de 

Agreda, scripsisse hispano idiomate opus de quo agitur 

in octo tomos distributum sub titulo: La Mistica Ciudad 

de Dios." 46 ("It follows the Venerable Servant of God, 

Sister Mary of Jesus of Agreda wrote in the Spanish lan-

guage the work which is treated in eight volumes, in-

cluded under the title, The Mystical City of God.") 

   The joy with which this decree was received in Spain 

was unbelievable, for it firmly silenced all those who 

doubted the authenticity of the work. Let it be sufficient 

to say that solemn fiestas were held throughout the coun-

try and truly meritorious congratulatory sermons were 

preached.47 

  The first decree of the Sacred Congregation states: "non 

satis constare venerabilem agredensem scripsisse." ("It 

is not sufficient to state that these books were written by 

Mary of Agreda"), but this decree was issued in the year 

1748 after an inspection of the only printed copy that 

was given to the Commission and which could have 

been genuine or apocryphal. But after the Very Reverend 

Father General had forwarded the original works and 

other documents, according to the instructions of Bene-

dict XIV, in the aforementioned brief which begins 

"Postulatum" he decreed its authenticity.48 

   There was no diversity of opinions in this decree. In a 

letter sent from Rome to the Convent of the Conception 

of Agreda we read49 "that in the Congregation50 there 

was not the least discord; rather, an admirable harmony; 

and in the Pope an equal complacency." 

  The judgment of Spanish and Roman experts was so 

overwhelming that it could not have been more so, if 

they had seen it all written; and with such affirmation 

——— 
40  Anteproelim, page 1, paragraph No. 6 and 7. 
41  Chronol, Seraph. Page 5  
42  Decree of August 3, 1715.  
43 Chronol. Seraph. vol. III, part II, page 341. 
44 Father Serafin, op. cit. page 48.  
45 Chaillot is very far from the truth (Princip. De Theolog. Mystiq. Page 382) when 
he states that this decree was issued under Clement XIII.  
46 Cfr. Edit. Biblioteca de Ferraris, Venice, 1778, vol. X Appendix Decret. S.C.R. 
47 Grand solemnities took place above all in Agreda, authorized by the Bishop of 

Tarazona, as can be seen in the congratulatory sermon preached there (Aug. 17, 
1757) by the Very Rev. Fr. Francisco Andres, a Benedictine. 
48 One of the incontrovertible arguments in favor of the authenticity of the Mystic 
is that Father Samaniego, to whom adversaries attribute the said work, could not 
be the author, in whole or in part: since the first written History, with which the 
second agrees substantially, was finished in 1638, at which time the said Father 
was only 16 years old, as can be seen very clearly from the following baptism 
certificate: "On Oct. 16, 1621 I baptized Jose, the son of Franciso Jimenez Sama-
niego and of Ines Martinez de Salazar, legitimate parents of the bap-
tized…" (Baptismal book of the parish of Najera, folio 190) 
49 May 12, 1767                                                                          50 May 7, 1767 
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that some call it physical evidence.  

   On the day when this Pontifical dispatch was pub-

lished, there were several circumstances which I would 

call providential and which did not go unnoticed in the 

wholesome criticism of the very learned author of the 

beautiful work "Recognition and Removal of the Body 

of the Servant of God, Venerable Mother Sor Maria de 

Agreda."52 

   They are these: approval by His Holiness on May 8, 

feast of the Apparition of St. Michael the Archangel, 

Patron and Protector chosen by the Venerable, and also 

the day when, according to the Mystical Doctor, the 

Most Holy Virgin came down from heaven on the three 

days of her elevation with her Son. 

   Thus did this most learned Pontiff love Sor Maria and 

work for her cause. 

   Nevertheless on this point also have venomous tongues 

tarnished the gold of her glory, by feigning a reply from 

Pius VI to Charles III, in which we read: "Benedict XIV 

has warned his successors never to give their approba-

tion to the writings of the Venerable Agreda." 

   This, as we shall see at once, is one of the many 

threads without any consistency whatsoever, woven by a 

shameless spider, in whose web the incautious devout 

reader may become entangled. 

   CLEMENT XIII 

   During the Pontificate of Clement XIII scarcely any-

thing was done concerning our Venerable. This was due, 

no doubt, to the great disturbances between the Holy See 

and the Spanish Court.53  

CLEMENT XIV 

In the reign of Clement XIV, it was abundantly clear and 

for the glory of the Handmaiden of God that she was the 

author of "The Mystic". However, since it can be sup-

posed that someone may write down by his own hand an 

entire work or one partially composed by another person, 

every vestige of doubt in this autobiography had to be 

removed and on March 9, 1771, a Special Commission 

was convened by a Papal Rescript. The Commission was 

composed of Cardinals Carlos Alberto Cavalchini, Juan 

Francisco Albani (the narrator of the cause), Marefusco 

and Chigi, Prefect of the Sacred Congregation of Rites. 

And after a thorough examination, having heard Father 

Domingo de San Pedro, Promoter of the Faith, and the 

Secretary of the same Commission, Mr. Galo, they is-

sued a decree which His Holiness approved on March 

11th:54 "Constare de uniformitate styli operis Misticae 

Civitatis Dei, cum aliis operibus quae a Serva Dei Maria 

a Jesu de Agreda confecta perhibentur: ideoque inferri 

posse opus praefatum vere a Serva Dei fuisse composi-

tum" ("The Mystical City of God follows the uniformity 

of syle of other works written by the Servant of God, 

Mary of Jesus of Agreda, and so it can be truthfully in-

ferred that this work was composed by this Servant of 

God.") 

   Here we come across two difficulties engendered by 

the defaming works joined with the stumbling stone of 

calumny. Our enemies, anxiously occupied in the churl-

ish work of writing their scrawling falsehoods in the 

mind, say in effect that this Pontiff, in a talk which he 

gave on "Superstition," put in the mouth of Ganganelli, 

after praising St. Theresa, these foolish words: "I will not 

say the same thing about the works of Maria de Agreda, 

which her followers consider marvelous."55  

   To such remarks, I will only answer that this discourse 

of Pope Clement, like all the other articles which the 

Caracciolo collection contains are rejected as spurious 

by St. John of the Cross himself, the promulgator of the 

Ecclesiastical History of Fleury and later by the learned 

Fr. Hervos.56   

   The bold opinion of Chaillot57 and Feller58 likewise do 

not merit the dignity of a refutation. Upon these Clement 

XIV, by means of the Congregation of Rites, imposed 

perpetual silence concerning the cause propter librum, 

(on account of the book) for such a degree does not exist, 

nor does any document exist which confirms it, proving 

that the authors mentioned before of the unauthorized 

dictionary of Moleri59 took this unfounded assertion liter-

ally. For how could Chaillot say that Clement suspended 

the cause propter librum of Benedict XIV, a learned man 

and a veteran in this material,60 who states categorically 

that the approval of "The Mystic" could only give greater 

splendor to the cause. 

   Listen to the fitting words which this glorious Pontiff 

directs to the Minister General of the Order: "Quae 

Causa ex ipsis operibus, si approbata fuerit, majorem 

procul dubio splendorem accipiet."61 ("Her cause, if it is 

approved, will without doubt receive greater glory from 

these works.") 

   The editor of "Civita Catolica"62 says the same thing in 

these words: "It was decided that these books would not 

be an obstacle to canonization, and if this did not hap-

pen, it would be for other reasons." 

   To be continued... 

 
50 May 7, 1767        51 May 8, 1767   52 It is published Sept. 13, 1909   53 "Allegazione Storico Apologetica," page 146, second column    54 Summ. Adition     55 It is found in 
the first volume of the Collection of the Marquis of Caracciolo.     56 Causes of the French Revelation    57 Op. cit. page 382    58 Dictionaire historic., revised, corrected and 
continued by M. Henrion, Paris, 1837, vol. I page 59    59  1712 edition, for they speak of our Venerable lady more respectfully in the 1704 edition.    60 Grandeurs et Apos-
tolat, page 49    61 Allegaz. Storico Apologetica, page 159    62 Series I, vol II, page 204, 1st column 
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LOCATION OF PURGATORY—REVELATIONS OF THE 

SAINTS—SAINT FRANCES OF ROME 

   It has pleased God to show in spirit the gloomy abodes 

of Purgatory to some privileged souls, who were to re-

veal the sorrowful mysteries thereof for the edification of 

the faithful. Of this number was the illustrious St. 

Frances, foundress of the Oblates, who died in Rome in 

1440. God favored her with great lights 

concerning the state of souls in the oth-

er life. She saw Hell and its horrible 

torments; she saw also the interior of 

Purgatory, and the mysterious order—I 

had almost said hierarchy of expia-

tions—which reigns in this portion of 

the Church of Jesus Christ. 

   In obedience to her superiors, who 

thought themselves bound to impose 

this obligation upon her, she made 

known all that God had manifested to 

her; and her visions, written at the re-

quest of the venerable Canon Matteoti, 

her spiritual director, have all the au-

thenticity that can be desired in such 

matters. Now, the servant of God de-

clared that, after having endured with 

unspeakable horror the vision of Hell, 

she came out of that abyss and was 

conducted by her celestial guide into 

the regions of Purgatory. There reigned neither horror 

nor disorder, nor despair nor eternal darkness; there di-

vine hope diffused its light, and she was told that this 

place of purification was called also sojourn of hope. She 

saw there souls which suffered cruelly, but angels visited 

and assisted them in their sufferings.  

  Purgatory, she said, is divided into three distinct parts, 

which are as the three large provinces of that kingdom of 

suffering. They are situated the one beneath the other, 

and occupied by souls of different orders. These souls 

are buried more deeply in proportion as they are more 

defiled and farther removed from the time of their deliv-

erance. 

   The lowest region is filled with a fierce fire, but which 

is not dark like that of Hell; it is a vast burning sea, 

throwing forth immense flames. Innumerable souls are 

plunged into its depths: they are those who have ren-

dered themselves guilty of mortal sin, which they have 

duly confessed, but not sufficiently expiated during life. 

The servant of God then learned that, for all forgiven 

mortal sin, there remains to be undergone a suffering of 

seven years. This term cannot evidently be taken to mean 

a definite measure, since mortal sins differ in enormity, 

but as an average penalty. Although the 

souls are enveloped in the same flames, 

their sufferings are not the same; they 

differ according to the number and na-

ture of their former sins. 

   In this lower Purgatory the saint be-

held laics and persons consecrated to 

God. The laics were those who, after a 

life of sin, had had the happiness of be-

ing sincerely converted; the persons con-

secrated to God were those who had not 

lived according to the sanctity of their 

state. At the same moment she saw de-

scend the soul of a priest whom she 

knew, but whose name she does not re-

veal. She remarked that he had his face 

covered with a veil which concealed a 

stain. Although he had led an edifying 

life, this priest had not always observed 

strict temperance, and had sought too 

eagerly the satisfactions of the table. 

The saint was then conducted into the intermediate 

Purgatory, destined for souls which had deserved less 

rigorous chastisement. It had three distinct compart-

ments; one resembled an immense dungeon of ice, 

the cold of which was indescribably intense; the sec-

ond, on the contrary, was like a huge caldron of boil-

ing oil and pitch; the third had the appearance of a 

pond of liquid metal resembling molten gold or sil-

ver.  

  The upper Purgatory, which the saint does not de-

scribe, is the temporary abode of souls which suffer 

little, except the pain of loss, and approach the happy 

moment of their deliverance. Such, in substance, is 

the vision of St. Frances relative to Purgatory.  

[Fr. F. X. Schouppe, S.J., Purgatory, Explained by the Lives and 

Legends of the Saints] 

Purgatory Corner 
For the Guild of the Poor Souls 

                Our Lady of Victory Traditional Catholic Chapel Page 11 



 

 

 

BLESSING OF RELIGIOUS ARTICLES: First Sunday of the month after 

Mass, at the communion rail.  

BLESSING OF EXPECTANT MOTHERS: Second Sunday of every month 

after Mass. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS: To request prayers for your special intentions or 

needs, please submit them at ourladyofvictory@mail.com. 

CONFESSIONS: Confessions will be heard before Mass on Sunday and 

weekdays after Mass. Appointments for confession may be made during 

the week with the priest.  

BAPTISM: Baptisms are by appointment. At least one parent as well as the 

sponsor (only one sponsor is required) must be practicing Roman Catho-

lics who attend the Traditional Latin Mass exclusively. For further infor-

mation please phone our priest for arrangements. 

CONFIRMATIONS: The Sacrament of Confirmation will be solemnly ad-

ministered once a year. Those who received the Sacrament in the new 

rite, which is doubtful, may receive it conditionally at any time. Please 

contact our priest for further arrangements. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: First Holy Communion will be solemnly ad-

ministered every year on the Solemnity of Corpus Christi. 

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: If you are contemplating marriage, 

please make an appointment with our priest before setting a date. 

FUNERALS: Simply call our priest before calling the funeral director. He 

will help you to make all the arrangements. 

LAST RITES & SICK CALLS: Our priest must often travel far to administer 

these sacraments. Please do not put off making arrangements until the last 

moment. Let us know if a church member is sick, hospitalized or in dan-

ger of death. 

MASS INTENTIONS: For your Mass requests information can be found on 

page 2 of the bulletin.  
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